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21st Adirondack   
Waterfest 

On Thursday, August 4th, Techni-
cians Katie WhitKovits and Gabby 
Lewosko participated in the Adiron-
dack Waterfest at Arrowhead Park in 
Inlet.  Hosted by the Hamilton Coun-
ty SWCD, and with funding from the 
Finger Lakes – Lake Ontario Water-
shed Protection Alliance 
(FLLOWPA), Waterfest celebrated 
water for the 21st time! There were  
fun and educational exhibits includ-
ing the Herkimer County SWCD’s 
“How a Stream Flows” booth utilizing 
our hands-on stream table. The 
stream table allows us to show 
adults and kids alike natural stream 
erosion on a much smaller scale. 
Other exhibits included a Junior Wa-
tershed Steward Program, a 10-foot-
tall soil health tunnel, Adirondack 
Park Invasive Plant Program’s inva-
sive species display, information on 
an Adirondack Waterfall Hiking Chal-
lenge, climate change education 
through cold-water fish, Adirondack 
Raptors, a tsunami water slide, spe-
cial guest Ronny Raindrop, and 
more!  



Interested in stocking, or restocking fish in your pond? The 
Herkimer County Soil and Water Conservation District 
provides quality fish that can create many recreational 
opportunities for your family. This year’s sale will include 
rainbow trout, brook trout, largemouth bass, catfish, and 
fathead minnows. The number of fish a pond will support 
depends on its surface area, water quality, depth, and size of 
fish.  Stocking of trout and catfish in the fall benefits from 
favorable growing conditions early the following spring, so 
they reach “pan size” sooner.  Stocking your pond with 
largemouth bass and fathead minnows will produce a self-
sustaining fish population that you can enjoy for many years!  
Catfish also make a great species to fish for in smaller 
recreational ponds, reaching sizes of 10 pounds or more. 

Trout can live in water between 33 and 75 degrees, but they 
make their most rapid growth 
in water of 50 to 65 degrees. 
Within this temperature range 
they are also less susceptible 

to parasites and diseases.  It is not likely that you will be able 
to keep the water temperature in your pond within this range 
all year, unless you have a constant source of cooler water 
from a spring or well. Brook Trout prefer a water 
temperature range of 65 degrees Fahrenheit or less, and 
most are acid tolerant. They grow well in ponds 10+ feet 
deep, or shallower ones that are spring fed, and may 
reproduce in ponds fed by gravel bottomed streams and 
springs. They are easily caught, with a life span of 3 to 4 
years. Rainbow Trout prefer a water temperature range of 
70 degrees Fahrenheit or warmer, and are good for ponds 8 
feet deep or deeper, best in clear ponds. They are very acid 
sensitive, but grow quickly, with a life span of 5 years. The 
number of trout a pond will support depends on its surface 
area, water quality, and size of fish. The standard fall 
stocking rate for 4-6” fingerlings is 300 to 400 per surface 
acre.  

Largemouth Bass will spawn in smaller farm ponds with an 
average water depth of 5 feet or more.  Remember, bass 
usually reproduce when they are 2 years old and 
occasionally not until the third year.  For best results, try to 
avoid fishing the pond until the bass have spawned.  The 
pond should then provide many years of fishing fun with 

occasional stocking of feeder fish such as Fathead 
Minnows. Coloration consist of a dark back, mottled olive to 
green; sides olive to greenish yellow, with dark mid lateral 
stripe; head greenish gold with 2-3 dark lines across cheek 
and opercle; median fins are dusky olive. Recommended 
stocking rates are 100 to 125 bass per surface acre and 500-
600 minnows per surface acre. 

Unlike Bullheads, Catfish cohabitate with most other fish 
species and they will not overpopulate a pond or stir up the 
bottom.  Catfish spawn in small holes in the side of the pond 
just below the water line.  A muskrat hole or 8” tile usually 
works well but they will rarely reproduce in spring fed ponds 
as the water temperature is too low.  They are a decent 
fighting fish and can get up to 5 – 10 pounds depending on 
the food source.  They will feed on smaller fish but prefer 
something easier to catch such as tadpoles or algae.  When 
supplemented with a commercial food, both catfish and bass 
will grow much faster. Coloration consists of black bluish gray 
and their sides are light blue to silvery with scattered patches 
that run dark olive to dusky. Recommended stocking rate for 
6 – 8” catfish is 75 per surface acre. 

You must obtain a Stocking Permit or Farm Fish Pond 
License from NYS DEC.  If you do not already have 
one, please contact your DEC Regional office, or 
check our website at www.herkimercountyswcd.com 
to get a permit application.  You must do this ASAP as 
the process may take up to 2 weeks!! Be sure to list 
each specific fish species you wish to purchase on 
your permit application (ie. ‘Fathead Minnows’ or 
‘Rainbow Trout’). 

All orders must be prepaid and received no later than 
Monday, September 19th, 2022.  We will need a copy of 
your Stocking Permit or Farm Fish Pond License when you 
place your fish order. The pick-up date is scheduled for 
Thursday, September 29th, at 9:00 a.m. SHARP!!! Our 
office is located in the COR Properties Business Park, 5653 
State Route 5 in East Herkimer.  A reminder letter will be sent 
out to confirm the pick up date and time.  

Call the SWCD office at (315) 866-2520 ext. 5 with any 
questions or fill out the enclosed order form and send a copy 
of your permit along with payment to our office. 

 New York State DEC Regional Fisheries Offices 

Region 4 Counties 
Montgomery, Otsego, Delaware, Schoharie,  
Schenectady, Albany, Greene, Rensselaer,  
Columbia Stamford Office:  (607) 652-7366 

 

Region 5 Counties 
Franklin, Clinton, Essex, Hamilton, Warren,  

Fulton, Saratoga, Washington 
Ray Brook Office:  (518) 897-1200 

Warrensburg Office:  (518) 623-1200 

Region 6 Counties 
Jefferson, St. Lawrence, Lewis, Oneida, Herkimer  

Watertown Office:  (315) 785-2263 
Utica Office:  (315) 793-2554 

 

Region 7 Counties 
Oswego, Cayuga, Onondaga, Madison,  

Tompkins, Cortland, Chenango, Tioga, Broome 
Cortland Office:  (607) 753-3095 ext. 213 

Trout, Bass, Catfish and Minnows Available!  



2022 FISH STOCKING ORDER FORM 
Herkimer County SWCD 

5653 State Route 5 
Herkimer, NY 13350 

Name: 

Mailing Address: 

Pond Address: 

Phone: (        ) 

Order with payment and     

stocking permit due:             Monday, September 19th 

Checks to be made out to:   Herkimer County SWCD 

Pickup Date & Time:       Thursday, September 29th  
                                        @ 9am 

Pickup location:       Herkimer County SWCD 
                                         Office 

 

PLEASE NOTE: TAX IS INCLUDED this year! 
Please send this completed order form, payment,                                                                      

and a copy of your stocking permit or farm fish pond license to: 
Herkimer County SWCD 

5653 State Route 5 
Herkimer, NY 13350 

WHAT CONTAINERS & WATER SHOULD I USE?  One (1) 30-gallon container for each 125 bass or-
dered and one (1) 30-gallon container for every 500 minnows ordered. A 30-gallon container works nicely for 
up to 75 of the 6 – 8” catfish and one (1) 30-gallon container for every 75 4-6” trout. Containers should be 
filled with your pond water only! Spring or well water is not recommended and chlorinated water is unac-
ceptable! Containers must be clean. Copper or galvanized containers may be toxic to your fish. As an alterna-
tive, oxygen bagging is also available for $1.00 per bag, to be paid directly to the fish supplier, please remember 
to bring cash with you. A 5-gallon pail will hold one bag of fish. Oxygen bagging has become the most popular 
method of transporting your fish.  

Recommended stocking rate is 300 to 400 4 – 6” trout fingerlings per acre, 100 to 125 bass per surface 
acre, and 500 to 600 minnows per surface acre as feeder fish. 6 – 8” Catfish stocking rate is 75 per surface 
acre.  

NOTE: A fish stocking permit OR farm fish pond license is required by NYS Environmental Conservation 
Law. The SWCD is no longer able to provide this service. Each landowner is required to obtain a stocking per-
mit. Herkimer County is in DEC Region 6 but we can sell fish to any landowner regardless of what DEC Re-
gion their pond is in, as long as they have a fish stocking permit or farm fish pond license.  

The Herkimer County Soil and Water Conservation District is not responsible for orders not picked up at 
the scheduled time or for the survival of these fish after you leave our office.   

Size & Species Price  Quantity  Total 

3-4” Largemouth Bass                    
(25 per order) 

$88.00      

6-8” Catfish                                
(25 per order) 

$75.00      

1-2” Fathead Minnows            
(100 minnows per order) 

$20.00      

TOTAL   

4-6” Rainbow Trout             
(25 per order)             

$80.00    

4-6” Brook Trout            
(25 per order)                 

$85.00    



INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 



Announcement! 
The Herkimer County Soil and Water Conservation District is excited to announce that there will be a new 

program soon! Using NYS reimbursement funds, the District anticipates having a new Agricultural Plastics baler 
sometime in 2023, and is working with our Board of Directors to develop a baling program. This will give farmers an 
alternative way to help keep the plastic from blowing around the farm or getting burned. The goal of this program is 
to encourage farmers to adopt best management practices to keep ag plastics in suitable condition to be recycled. 
This program is a work in progress and your input would be appreciated. If you have any suggestions as we devel-
op this program, please call our office. For more information, please contact Gabby at our office at (315) 866-2520 
ext. 5 or email gabrielle.lewosko@ny.nacdnet.net  

 

Types of plastic that would be accepted: silage bags, bunk covers, and bale rap.  

 

 75th Anniversary Celebration Planned for 2024!   
Farmers we need your input! 

We want to gather contact information and time of day preferences from our farmers and oth-
er interested cooperators for our 75th Anniversary Celebration set for 2024. Please respond to 
the poll available on our website with your mailing and contact information if you’d like to be 
added to the invite list, and provide your preferred setting for the celebration. We are trying 
to decide between holding a brunch or a dinner to make this event most accessible for you. 

We are looking forward to celebrating in 2024 with the wonderful Herkimer County communi-
ty! Keep an eye out in our future publications for more details as planning continues.  



FALL PROGRAM  
 

We are now taking orders for bluebird nesting boxes, 
rain barrels, and wildflower seed mixes!  
 

Bluebird Nesting Boxes 
The future of eastern bluebirds has 
been a concern as populations have 
shrunk over the last few decades. 
Bluebird populations have declined 
due to habitat destruction and 
competition; however, populations 
have been growing recently.  
 
The most effective measure that has 
been implemented to protect 
eastern bluebirds has been the 
introduction of nesting boxes in 

good nesting habitat. They have been quite successful in 
providing nesting places for eastern bluebirds. 
 
You should put up your nesting box in the fall. Bluebirds start 
looking for breeding nesting boxes mid-February at the 
earliest and on into June at the latest. Nesting boxes should 
be located in an open space such as a large lawn or an 
orchard away from houses, barns, and thick clumps of trees. 
They can be placed on fence posts, garden U-posts and 
metal posts at least three feet above the ground. A box 
mounted 4-5 feet high is ideal.  
 

Conservation Rain Barrels 
A rain barrel collects and stores 
rainwater from rooftops to use later for 
watering plants and gardens. Water 
collected in a rain barrel would 
normally pour directly off your roof or 
flow through roof gutter downspouts 
and become stormwater runoff. 
Depending on your yard, this runoff 
can travel onto paved surfaces and 
eventually into a storm drain. 
 
Why Use Rain Barrels? Rain barrels 
conserve water and help lower costs 
(a rain barrel can save approximately 
1,300 gallons of water during peak 

summer months). Rain barrels also reduce water pollution by 
reducing stormwater runoff, which can contain pollutants like 
sediment, oil, grease, bacteria and nutrients. 
 
Because residential irrigation can account for up to 40% of 
domestic water consumption, water conservation measures 
such as rain barrels can be used to reduce the demand on 
the municipal water system or your home’s personal well. 
During a storm, even a light one, it doesn’t take much time for 
a rain barrel to fill with enough water for your lawn and plants 
to thrive. We have blue and white 55 gallon barrels available 
for purchase. 
 

Wildflower Seed Mixes 
New to the fall program, we are offering wildflower seed 
mixes for a dormant late fall to early winter seeding (typically 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas).  A planting guide will  

 
be provided with all seed mixes and we are offering 2 
different sizes; 1 ounce, and 1/4 pound envelopes. Both 
the Hummingbird & Butterfly, and Quick Bloom mixes are  
filled primarily with faster blooming annuals. The All Perennial 
and Northeast Native wildflower mixes are more of an 
investment because both are filled with primarily perennials 
for you to keep enjoying year after year. Please note, 
perennials do not bloom the first year, so if you want blooms 
while the perennials mature, we suggest planting an annual 
mix as well. We are offering the following mixes this fall: 
 
Hummingbird & Butterfly—This is a 
specifically designed mixture of 16 easy 
to grow wildflowers that butterflies and 
hummingbirds love. The mix is mostly 
wild annuals and a few perennials that 
hummingbirds and butterflies find 
attractive. Bloom will begin just 3-4 
weeks after sprouting. This mix does 
well in sun to partial sun. Zones 2-10.  
 
Quick Bloom—This mix has quick 
blooming colorful annuals a short time 
after planting and hardy perennials for 
the next season! Great for whole fields, 
cutting gardens, and areas you need to 
fill in or if you need some quick color in 
the garden. Full sun to partial shade, 
super easy to grow. Contains 22 
annuals, and 13 perennials/biennials. 
This mix does well in sun to partial sun. Zones: 2-7.  
 
All Perennial—This mix is a blend of 15 
sturdy wild perennials from daisies, 
black-eyed susan’s, and lupines to 
sunflower, mexican hat, and purple 
coneflower. This is the mix for the 
serious wildflower gardener who doesn’t 
mind waiting a year for bloom but who 
really wants to invest in a permanent 
planting that should increase in color 
year after year. This mix does well in sun to partial sun. 
Zones 2-9.  
 
Northeast Native—This mix contains 18 
perennials that are native to the 
northeastern United States and 
southeastern Canada. lance-leaf 
coreopsis, butterfly weed, swamp 
milkweed, purple coneflower, blue false 
indigo, spotted joe pyeweed, golden 
alexanders, black-eyed susan, lupine, 
wild bergamot, blanket flower, partridge 
pea, hairy beardtongue, heath aster, smooth blue aster, new 
england aster, narrowleaf mountain mint, and brown-eyed 
susan. This mix does well in sun to partial sun. Zones 3-7.  
 
Please see the attached order form to place an order or 
call us at 315-866-2520 ext. 5 for more information.  
 



Herkimer County SWCD 
5653 State Route 5 

Herkimer, NY 13350 

2022 FALL PROGRAM ORDER FORM 

Name: 

Mailing Address: 

Email: 

Phone: (        ) 

 

PLEASE NOTE: TAX IS INCLUDED! 
Please send this completed order form, and payment to: 

Herkimer County SWCD 
5653 State Route 5 

Herkimer, NY 13350 

NOTE: Orders accompanied by payment must be in the SWCD office no later than Friday, October 7th. Make 
checks or money order payable to “Herkimer County SWCD”. Pick up will be on Thursday, November 3rd be-
tween 8am and 12 noon at the SWCD parking lot on Route 5. We are located 2 miles east of the Route 28 North 
junction. 

Item Price 
(includes tax) 

Quantity  Total 

Conservation Rain Barrel  $65    

Bluebird Nesting Box  $17 each 
2 for $32 

  

Hummingbird & Butterfly 
Wildflower Mix 

1 oz for $12 
1/4 lb for $24 

     

Quick Bloom Wildflower 
Mix 

1 oz for $12 
1/4 lb for $24 

  

All Perennial Wildflower 
Mix 

1 oz for $20 
1/4 lb for $40 

  

Northeast Native Wildflower 
Mix 

1 oz for $38 
1/4 lb for $76 

     

TOTAL   

Order with payment due:               Friday, October 7th   

Checks to be made out to:   Herkimer County SWCD 

Pickup Date & Time:         Thursday, November 3rd          
                           8am—12 noon 

Pickup location:       Herkimer County SWCD 
                                         Office 



INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 



What is AEM? 
Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM) is a program to help farmers make science-based and cost-
effective decisions while working with SWCD staff to implement conservation planning. Through technical ad-
vice and resources provided, the program strives to protect soil health and water quality on your farm. AEM is 
a voluntary, incentive-based program, utilizing a five-tiered approach to preserving and improving the natural 
resources of Herkimer County.               

If you are interested in getting started in AEM program, please call Tyler at 315-866-2520 ext 5. 



When AEM and EQIP join forces! 
An organic dairy farm grazes their 100 cows on the rolling hills of Schuyler, NY. In the interest of optimiz-
ing the quality of their grazing lands, the farm reached out to the Herkimer USDA Natural Resources 
(NRCS) office. A pasture evaluation determined a lack of diverse forage species, livestock concentration 
areas, soil compaction and inconsistent utilization of the pasture. Additionally, the dairy cows had full ac-
cess to multiple tributaries of Sterling Creek, a Class C stream. With these issues as the focus, NRCS 
and the farm worked together to create 2 Prescribed Grazing Systems – one for the lactating herd and 
another for the dry herd. Each system included a series of rotational paddocks, laneways, fence, water 
distribution and some financial assistance from the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), all 
designed to treat the issues found during the pasture evaluation. 

The farm presented the project to the District because the pandemic had caused a very dramatic in-
crease in the price of materials and project costs. Starting in AEM Round 16, a Tier 4 Cost Share Pro-
gram was added to aid in the implementation of best management practices on farms who work through 
the AEM program tiers. The District saw the potential positive impacts on water and soil quality this pro-

ject would make in the Sterling Creek watershed. The District ap-
plied for these funds for the implementation of a watering system 
as a part of the prescribed rotational grazing system in AEM 
Round 17.  

The watering system includes livestock pipeline, watering facili-
ties, pumping plant, critical area planting, and mulching. This is a 
vital component of the prescribed rotational grazing system, al-
lowing the livestock to graze for extended periods of time without 
them needing to access a different water source. All aspects of 
this project reduce the potential risk to water quality. The farm’s 
contractor has installed the watering system as seen in the pic-
tures below. 

New watering facility being 
filled from the system.  

New holding and 
pressure tanks were 
installed because of 
conflicting pipe sizes 

between the barn and 
the watering system.  

Contractor assembling the 
first dry hydrant. 

Completed hydrant with 
shut‐off valve. 

Finally, any disturbed 
areas were seeded and 

mulched. 



Thank you to our Sponsors! 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, marital status, family status, parental status, sexual 
orientation, and/or political beliefs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, 
etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications at (202) 720-2791. 

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., 
20250, or call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an Equal Employment Opportunity 
employer. 



Look for the 2023 Tree 
and Shrub Program or-

der form and  infor-
mation in the District’s 
Winter 2023 Newsletter! 

Herkimer County Soil and Water 
Conservation District 

5653 State Route 5 
Herkimer, NY 13350 
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Contact Us 
Give us a call for more 

information about our services 
and programs 

 
(315) 866-2520 ext. 5 

 
Visit us on the web at  

www.herkimercountyswcd.com 
 

Find us on Facebook 

Fall & Fish 
Programs 
Enclosed! 

Constructing a New Home? 
Planning on putting in a new septic system, or need to repair an existing system? 
The Herkimer County SWCD conducts percolation testing following the guidelines 
set down by Appendix 75-A, Wastewater Treatment Standards-Individual House-
hold Systems, Section 201(1)(1) of the Public Health Law. We currently charge a 
fee of $100 per percolation site test, with $50 per additional test hole if needed.  

The first step is to contact the codes enforcement office of the township to deter-
mine the standards that the township follows. Some townships have specific 
guidelines they want strictly followed in type and design of the septic system.  

The second step is to determine where you want the home to be located and then 
the location of the septic system. There are specific set-back rules that must be 
considered in regards to drinking water and surface water.  

The test consists of saturating two 24 
inch holes and a timed saturation test the 
following day. A deep test hole must also 
be dug to a depth of at least 6 feet to de-
termine if there is any bedrock and/or 
other limiting layers that would prevent a 
septic system from working properly.   

After contacting your codes enforcement 
officer and considering potential locations 
of your home and septic, please call our 
office at (315) 866-2520 ext. 5 to sched-
ule an appointment with us! 


