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Providing today… 

 Protecting tomorrow... 

The 41st annual CNY Farm Progress Show was held again this year at the Len-Lo Farms, Robinson Road, Mohawk, NY. Thou-

sands of people from Herkimer County and surrounding counties attended. Soil and Water Conservation Districts and the 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services in Herkimer, Otsego, Montgomery, and Fulton Counties joined forces to pro-

vide information about the many services and products they have available for the residents of the respective counties. 

HERKIMER COUNTY INVASIVE 
SPECIES PROJECT: JAPANESE 
KNOTWEED INVENTORY 
 

What is Knotweed? 
 

Japanese Knotweed is a robust, 
bamboo-like perennial plant native to 
Asia. Common names include Mexican 
or Japanese bamboo, elephant ear and 
fleece flower. It is a noxious weed that is 
fast growing and extremely aggressive. 
It invades along rivers and roads, but is 
also found in backyards, forests, parks, 
and farms. 
 

Our Project Description & Outcome 

Herkimer County Soil and Water Conservation District is 
involved in a multiyear 3 phase invasive species project to 
inventory and eradicate high priority areas of Japanese 
Knotweed.  

Phase 1 

In 2016 we will focus on identifying areas that Japanese 
Knotweed has infested in the southern portion of our 
county. Infested sites will be documented with photos, a 
written description of the size of the area, and other 
valuable information. High priority sites will include areas 
near streams or other bodies of water as well as areas 
where knotweed is causing maintenance issues for local 
highway departments and NYS-DOT.  

Phase 2 

The second phase will 
be to inventory the 
northern portion of 
Herkimer County in 
2017 and just like in 
Phase 1, we will 
prioritize the infested 
sites based on natural 
resource concerns and 
level of maintenance 
issues affecting roads and culverts. This will take some 
coordination with local municipalities and NYS-DOT. 

Phase 3 

Phase three starts in 2018 and we will determine the 
necessary steps to treat the high priority areas of 
Knotweed infestation. The ultimate goal is to eradicate all 
high priority sites within the county thus promoting native 
species growth. 

Identifying Japanese Knotweed   

 It is a rhizomatous (produces underground stems) 
perennial plant with distinctive, branching, hollow, 
bamboo-like stems, covered in purple speckles and 
can grow from 3-15 feet tall.  

 The leaves of the mature 
plant are 3 to 6 inches in 
length with a flat base and 
pointed tip. They are 
arranged on arching stems 
in a zig-zag pattern. 

 The plant flowers in late 
summer, August to September, with small creamy-
white flowers hanging in clusters from the leaf axils 
(point at which the leaf joins with the stem).  

 The underground rhizomes are thick and woody with 
a knotty appearance and when broken reveal a bright 
orange-colored center. The horizontal roots can 
reach lengths of 65 feet or more. 

 The plant develops small winged fruit seeds which 
are triangular, shiny, and very small (about 1/10 inch 
long). Japanese Knotweed spreads primarily by seed 
(transported by wind, water, animals, and humans).  

 

What to Do if You See Japanese Knotweed: 

Identify 

 Stop in and take our brochure or visit our website, 
www.herkimercountyswcd.com to try to make a 
positive identification. Many plants look similar to 
Japanese Knotweed. 

Photograph 

 Entire plant, stem, leaves, flower, seed. High 
resolution preferred. We’ll need them to confirm 
identification. 

Report 

 Email us: ryan.m.huggins@ny.nacdnet.net or call our 
office: 315-866-2520 Ext. 5 



DOES YOUR POND HAVE 

A WEED PROPLEM? 

CONSIDER STOCKING 

TRIPLOID GRASS CARP  

A non-chemical method of aquatic 
weed control is stocking a weed-
eating member of the minnow 
family, Triploid Grass Carp. The 
grass carp is a long, silver-colored 
fish that feeds almost exclusively 
on aquatic plants. They can eat 2-3 
times their weight each day and 
may gain 15-10 pounds in a single 
year. The larger they get, the more 
plant material they consume. They 
are also sterile and cannot produce 
viable young. The grass carp is a 
non-native species of fish that does 
not compete with native fish 
species that you may already have 
swimming around in your pond.  
However, because these fish are 
non-native to New York and 
because they have huge appetites, 
a permit is required from the New 
York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation. The 
Herkimer County SWCD starts the 
permitting process in the fall for 
early June stocking because the 
procedure is quite involved. The 
permit and inspection of your pond 
by DEC are free of charge but the 
fish are not.  
If you would be interested in a 
packet of information about Triploid 
Grass Carp and a permit 
application form, please visit our 
Herkimer County Soil & Water 
Conservation District website or 
contact our office at 315-866-2520 
Ext. 5 before November 18th.  

FALL PROGRAM  
Now taking orders for: barley straw, 

bluebird nesting boxes, and rain 

barrels.   

Barley Straw 

Excessive algae growth is one of the most 

common problems in ponds. Barley straw is 

used to control pond algae by inhibiting the 

growth of new algae. Large quantities of 

algae can be 

harmful for 

livestock 

consumption 

and can also 

cause severe 

winter fish 

kills as 

oxygen is depleted during decomposition of 

algae blooms in the fall. Less oxygen will 

then be available to fish over those crucial 

winter months when the water is ice and 

snow covered.  

 Fall and spring applications are 

recommended because water temperatures 

between 50 and 55 degrees are needed for 

barley straw to be effective. The 

recommended application rate is 6 bales per 

surface acre. 

Bluebird Nesting Boxes 

The future of eastern bluebirds has been of 

concern as populations have shrunk over the 

last few decades. 

However, 

populations have 

been growing 

recently. Two 

reasons why 

bluebird 

populations have 

declined are habitat 

destruction and competition.  

 The most effective measure that has 

been implemented to protect eastern 

bluebirds has been the introduction of nest 

boxes in good nesting habitat. They have 

been quite successful in providing nesting 

places for eastern bluebirds. 

 You should put up your nesting box in the 

fall. Bluebirds start looking for breeding 

nesting boxes mid-February at the earliest 

and on into June at the latest. Nesting boxes 

should be located in an open space such as 

a large lawn or an orchard away from 

houses, barns, and thick clumps of tress. 

They can be placed on fence posts, garden 

U-posts and metal posts at least three feet 

above the ground. A box mounted 4-5 feet 

high is ideal.  

Rain Barrels 

A rain barrel collects and stores rainwater 

from rooftops to use later for watering plants 

and gardens. Water collected in a rain barrel 

would normally pour off your roof directly or 

flow through roof gutter downspouts and 

become stormwater runoff. Depending on 

your yard, this runoff can travel onto paved 

surfaces and eventually into a storm drain. 

 Why Use Rain Barrels? Rain barrels 

conserve water and help lower costs (a rain 

barrel can save approximately 1,300 gallons 

of water during peak summer months). Rain 

barrels also reduce water pollution by 

reducing stormwater runoff, which can 

contain 

pollutants like 

sediment, oil, 

grease, 

bacteria and 

nutrients. 

 Because 

residential 

irrigation can 

account for up 

to 40% of 

domestic water 

consumption, water conservation measures 

such as rain barrels can be used to reduce 

the demand on the municipal water system 

or your homes personal well. During a storm, 

even a light one, it doesn’t take much time 

for a rain barrel to fill with enough water for 

your lawn and plants to thrive. We have 55 

gallon barrels available for purchase. 

 The Herkimer County Soil and Water 

Conservation District is currently taking 

orders for barley straw, bluebird nesting 

boxes, and rain barrels until October  20th, 

2016 and the pickup date is October 26th, 

2016 between 8 a.m. and 12 noon. 

Please see the attached order form to place 

an order or call us at 315-866-2520 ext. 5 for 

more information.  

Residents picking up their Grass Carp at 

the Herkimer County SWCD office. 
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What is AEM? 
Agricultural Environmental 

Management (AEM) is a program to 

help farmers make cost-effective 

decisions while working with SWCD 

staff to implement conservation 

planning. Through the technical 

resources provided, the program 

strives to protect soil health and 

water quality on your farm. AEM is a 

voluntary, incentive-based program, 

organized within a five tiered 

approach to preserving and 

improving our natural resources.  
 

 -Tier 1 is an inventory of the 

farm. What type of farming 

operation? What are the future 

goals? 
 

 -Tier 2 is a detailed 

assessment of current practices. 

Where are potential sources of 

pollution? 
 

 -Tier 3 is the planning stage. 

AEM does not guarantee funding, but 

completion of Tier 3 may make you 

available for grants.  
 

 -Tier 4 is the implementation of 

best management practices. 

Examples of projects Herkimer 

County farmers have installed 

include: prescribed grazing system, 

heavy use area protection, manure 

storage, cropland erosion control 

practices, stream crossing and 

streambank stabilization.  
 

 -Tier 5 is the evaluation and 

revision of plans.  

 

The winter is the perfect time of year 

to begin working through Tiers 1 and 

2. This will ensure you are ready in 

the spring to move forward with Tier 

3. If you are interested in working 

with AEM, please call our office at 

315-866-2520 ext 5. 

Update from FSA 
By Mary Snider, County Executive Director 

The air is full of the sound and smell of corn choppers.  Must be that autumn has arrived.  

It certainly doesn’t feel like it yet.  What a great growing season we had here in Herkimer 

County this year.  We have 

been very fortunate to avoid 

the droughts that most of the 

state was affected by this 

summer.  Has this abundant 

crop year left you short of 

storage?  If so, ask us about 

the newly expanded Farm 

Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) Program. 

We at FSA are gearing up for our October payment cycle, cleaning up fiscal year end 

projects and preparing for 2017 programs to begin.  The Farm Service Agency is very 

unique in that it is still run with a grassroots approach.  County Committees are formed 

at the local level to help apply their judgment and knowledge to help with the decisions 

necessary to administer FSA programs in their counties, ensuring the needs of local 

producers are met.  FSA county committees operate within official federal regulations 

and provide local input on income safety-net loans and payments, including setting 

county average yields for commodities; conservation programs; incentive, indemnity and 

disaster payments for some commodities; emergency programs; and payment eligibility.  

The Herkimer County Committee, made up of Robert Lyon, Jessica Hula-Fredericks and 

Steven Entwistle, is very involved and committed to serve producers in their local 

administrative area.  For 2016, Herkimer County local administrative area #1 (consisting 

of the townships of Danube, Fairfield, Little Falls, Manheim, Salisbury and Stark) 

currently represented by Jessica Hula-Fredericks, is up for election.  Ballots will be 

mailed to eligible voters in LAA#1 in early November.  Please take the time to vote.  

Ballots must be received by the county office by December 5, 2016. 

If you have not taken the opportunity to explore the possibilities of the Conservation 

Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), now is a great time.  During the fall and winter, 

the planning portion can begin for a spring implementation of a riparian forest buffer, 

filter strip, marginal pastureland wildlife buffer or a wetland restoration buffer.   Have a 

stream or waterway running through your property that is not shaded by trees?  Have 

animals in your waterway?  Are your crop fields running right up to the waterway, 

depositing pollutants in the water?  Interested in improving the stream ecology, water 

quality and wildlife habitat?  Then the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 

(CREP) may be for you.   CREP provides financial incentives to install buffers and filter 

strips on eligible land.  For those located in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, there are 

brand new additional incentives to install Riparian Forest Buffers.   

Just a reminder, if you participate in any USDA program, including farm loans, NRCS 

programs, and crop insurance, you are required to notify the office before you install any 

drainage, land clearing that involves stump removal, digging, or dredging, including any 

improvements or maintenance to existing systems for the purpose of growing a 

commodity crop.  The penalties could be very costly so ensure you stay in compliance 

with the Food Security Act provisions before you act.   

There are a variety of Farm Loans available through our Farm Loan Team located in the 

Oneida County office in Marcy.  These include operating loans, farm ownership loans, 

conservation loans, guaranteed loans, microloans, and youth loans to name a few.  The 

Farm Loan Team can be reached at 315-736-3316 ext. 2.   

Please contact us at (315) 866-2520 ext. 2 if you have questions or would like additional 

information on any of our programs.  



 



Thank you to our Sponsors 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, marital status, family status, parental status, sexual orientation, and/

or political beliefs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 

means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office 

of Communications at (202) 720-2791. 

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., 20250, or 

call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an Equal Employment Opportunity employer. 
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District participates in Family Day at the Farm 
On Saturday, August 27th, the Herkimer County Soil & Water Conservation District 

participated in the 2016 Family Day at the Farm. The event took place at the Raycliff 

Quarter Horse Farm in Little Falls, NY. The event was free to the public and included 

vendors, demonstrations, displays, and games for all ages. The Herkimer County 

SWCD booth was a popular display which included information about our programs/

events and a variety of live fish. Throughout the day, children enjoyed identifying 

each fish species that were in the tank. We want to thank Hickling’s Fish Farm for 

donating the fish.  

District Staff Rachel Radicello and Ryan 

Huggins attended the event and provided an 

informational booth display highlighting the 

many services and programs SWCD offers. 

A couple children having a great time identifying 

fish in the Herkimer County SWCD fish display. 

A special thanks to Hickling’s Fish Farm for 

donating the fish.   


