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2018 Hydroseeding Highlights

Exposed bank ‐ German Flatts

Seeded bank ‐ German Flatts

Bank ‐ 15 Days Later

The Herkimer County Soil and Water Conservation District’s Hydroseeding program worked with multiple
DIRECTORS
municipalities within the county to seed 10 roadside bank and ditch sites in 2018. Hydroseeding soil on banks
and ditches provides a seed source to grow grasses that offer root structures to stabilize exposed soil, William Zaleski
therefore reducing erosion and improving water quality. These three sets of pictures show from left to right
Chairman
before, during, and after photos of sites in the Town of German Flatts, the Town of Little Falls, and the Town of
Columbia. The SWCD will be offering hydroseeding services to municipalities within Herkimer County again in Bernard Peplinski
2019 on a first-come, first-served basis. An increase in NYS program funds allows us to seed on right-of-ways Vice-Chairman
and town owned property at no cost to the municipality. This is a great opportunity for municipalities to seed
Linda Coffin
ditches after they have been cleaned out. Seedings will be planned for early summer through mid-Fall. For Member at Large
additional information and to schedule your sites for 2019, call the office at (315)-866-2520 Ext. 5.
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FALL PROGRAM
We are now taking orders for: barley straw, bluebird
nesting boxes, and rain barrels!

Barley Straw
**Our barley straw provider of many
years did not have a good crop this
year. We found a source from
outside of the county, which
increased the cost of the barley
straw, and the cost of trucking it
here. We apologize for the
inconvenience of the increased
pricing, but hope that you will still
continue to support this practice. **
Excessive algae growth is one of
the most common problems in ponds. Barley straw is used
to control pond algae by inhibiting the growth of new algae.
Large quantities of algae can be harmful for livestock
consumption and can also cause severe winter fish kills as
oxygen is depleted during decomposition of algae blooms in
the fall. Less oxygen will then be available to fish over those
crucial winter months when the water is ice and snow
covered.
Fall and spring applications are recommended because
water temperatures between 50 and 55 degrees are needed
for barley straw to be effective. The recommended
application rate is 6 bales per surface acre.

Bluebird Nesting Boxes
The future of eastern bluebirds has
been of concern as populations
have shrunk over the last few
decades. However, populations
have been growing recently.
Bluebird populations have declined
due to habitat destruction and
competition.

boxes in good nesting habitat. They have been quite
successful in providing nesting places for eastern bluebirds.
You should put up your nesting box in the fall. Bluebirds start
looking for breeding nesting boxes mid-February at the
earliest and on into June at the latest. Nesting boxes should
be located in an open space such as a large lawn or an
orchard away from houses, barns, and thick clumps of trees.
They can be placed on fence posts, garden U-posts and
metal posts at least three feet above the ground. A box
mounted 4-5 feet high is ideal.

Conservation Rain Barrels
A rain barrel collects and stores
rainwater from rooftops to use later
for watering plants and gardens.
Water collected in a rain barrel would
normally pour directly off your roof or
flow through roof gutter downspouts
and become stormwater runoff.
Depending on your yard, this runoff
can travel onto paved surfaces and eventually into a storm
drain.
Why Use Rain Barrels? Rain barrels conserve water and
help lower costs (a rain barrel can save approximately 1,300
gallons of water during peak summer months). Rain barrels
also reduce water pollution by reducing stormwater runoff,
which can contain pollutants like sediment, oil, grease,
bacteria and nutrients.
Because residential irrigation can account for up to 40% of
domestic water consumption, water conservation measures
such as rain barrels can be used to reduce the demand on
the municipal water system or your homes personal well.
During a storm, even a light one, it doesn’t take much time
for a rain barrel to fill with enough water for your lawn and
plants to thrive. We have 55 gallon barrels available for
purchase.
Please see the attached order form to place an order or
call us at 315-866-2520 ext. 5 for more information.

The most effective measure that has been implemented to
protect eastern bluebirds has been the introduction of nest
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Welcome!
Welcome Bob Tilbe to the Herkimer County
SWCD. Bob joined our team in July as our
new full time Conservation Aide. He has
operated the District’s hydroseeder and will
continue helping with the invasive species
and many other district programs. He has a
BS in Forest Resources Management from
SUNY-ESF in Syracuse, NY.
Bob
graduated from Mount Markham School
District, and he moved back to the area this
summer. He is currently spending his free
time with his fiancé, Haley, fixing up their
new home.
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Saying Goodbye to Deb Michael
After more than 30 years of dedicated service to the residents of Herkimer County,
Office Manager Deb Michael will be retiring from the Soil & Water Conservation District on December 13th, 2018. Deb began her career with the Soil & Water Conservation District back in 1987, and even before that, she was employed with what used to
be the ASCS office. Her devotion to the agricultural community has been clear each
and every day of her career. Growing up on a family farm herself, she has always
held the farming community near and dear to her heart. As many of you may already
know, Deb started the Farm and Home Safety Day Program in Herkimer County.
Since 2000, nearly 10,000 fifth grade students have participated in this valuable farm
safety program. Deb has always
worked above and beyond the
“normal” duties of an Office Manager, and the Farm Safety Pro2018 Farm Progress Show. From left to right, Scott
gram is just one prime example.
Davis, Deb Michael, and Jake Hart.
As the most experienced person in
the office, she is the one most farmers come in to see, whether for assistance or a brief friendly chat. Words cannot express how important Deb has
been to the community and all of the successful programs at the District.
Thank you Deb for all that you have helped this office to accomplish. You
will be greatly missed. Congratulations, and we wish you a long relaxing
retirement with more time to spend with your family!
2018 Farm and Home Safety Day. From left to right, Jennifer Collins, Deb Michael, Cassandra Brooks, and Addison Snider.

DOES YOUR POND HAVE A WEED PROBLEM? CONSIDER STOCKING TRIPLOID GRASS CARP
A non-chemical method of aquatic weed control is stocking a
weed-eating member of the minnow family, Triploid Grass
Carp. The grass carp is a long, silver-colored fish that feeds
almost exclusively on aquatic plants. They can eat 2-3 times
their weight each day and may gain 10-15 pounds in a single
year. The larger they get, the more plant material they consume. They are sterile and cannot produce viable young.
The grass carp is a non-native species of fish that does not
compete with native fish species that you may already have
swimming around in your pond.
However, because these fish are non-native to New York
and because they have huge appetites, a permit is required
from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. The Herkimer County SWCD starts the permitting
process in the fall for early June stocking because the procedure is quite involved. The permit and inspection of your
pond by DEC are free of charge but the fish are not.

If you would be interested in a packet of information about
Triploid Grass Carp and a permit application form, please
visit our Herkimer County Soil & Water Conservation District
website or contact our office at 315-866-2520 Ext. 5.

Residents picking up their Grass Carp at
the Herkimer County SWCD office.

Willow Plantings for Streambank Stabilization
Streamco willow stakes can be planted on streambanks to prevent soil erosion. Growth
of the root system of a willow helps to hold soil in place on banks, and prevents soil from
washing away downstream. It only takes a few weeks for a planted stake to sprout. The
District partners with the Herkimer BOCES program to provide municipalities and landowners with willow stakes. The BOCES program has their own willow plantation and provides the District with cut willows when needed. The photo to the right shows BOCES
students cutting stakes. If you have a need for willow stakes, or are looking for more information, please contact our office at 315-866-2520 Ext. 5.

District Manager, Gerry, delivering
Grass Carp.

Raycliff Farm’s 10th Annual Family Day at the Farm

From left to right, Technicians Bob Tilbe, and Katie Whitcomb in front of the SWCD display.

Saturday August 25th was Raycliff Farm’s 10th Annual Family Day at the Farm
on Snells Bush Road, Little Falls. This free event consists of hay rides, live
music, a wide variety of animals, a tractor parade, vendors, and educational
booths including; the Town of Manheim, Herkimer County Dairy Promotion,
Farm Bureau and the Soil and Water Conservation District. District Conservation
Technicians Katie Whitcomb and Bob Tilbe attended the event and provided an
informational booth display highlighting the many services and programs SWCD
offers. The booth had children’s Ronny Raindrop activity coloring books and
boxes of crayons, an informational board, and a live warm water fish tank. The
display included information on our 5 Tiered AEM program, the annual
Envirothon, tree program, fish program and Farm and Home Safety Day.
Children and adults alike enjoyed identifying the channel catfish, pumpkin seeds,
black bass, fathead minnows, and crayfish. Thank you to Hickling’s Fish Farm
for donating the fish for our display.

Children and adults alike enjoyed themselves while finding and
identifying fish (right and below).

Thank you to our Sponsors!

Thank you to our Sponsors!

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, marital status, family status, parental status, sexual orientation, and/or political beliefs. (Not all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio
tape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications at (202) 720-2791.
To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., 20250, or call 1-800-245-6340
(voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an Equal Employment Opportunity employer.
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43rd Annual Farm Progress Show
On September 12th and 13th, the 43rd Central New York Farm Progress Show was held at
Len-Lo Farm on Robinson Road in Mohawk. Each year the Herkimer County Soil and Water
Conservation District works along side Herkimer NRCS, and the Otsego County, Montgomery County, and Fulton County Districts to put together a nice educational booth. This year’s
exhibit featured a cold-water fish tank with rainbow trout, a large display board, Agricultural
Environmental Management information, Natural Resources Conservation Service pamphlets, water conservation coloring books, and a barnyard toss game. Prizes for the game
included local honey jars, freeze dried fruit, and bluebird nesting boxes donated by each of
the Districts. Our District staff also helped with the layout for the event, put up parking fences and helped with event tear-down.

*** Don’t forget to look for the
2019 Tree and Shrub
Program order form and
Information in the District’s
Winter 2019 Newsletter!

Contact Us
Give us a call for more
information about our services
and programs
(315) 866-2520 ext. 5
Visit us on the web at
www.herkimercountyswcd.com
Find us on Facebook

Margaret Fusco (NRCS), speaking to landowners about our many conservation projects (Left). Photo of the multi-district booth set up inside of the
barn at the CNY Farm Progress Show (Right).

