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Round 22 Ag Non-Point Source Grant Completed!  

Point source pollution is 
the discharge of 
pollutants from a pipe 
into a water source. 
Non-point pollution is 
much more challenging 
to identify. It can be 
nutrients from an ag 
field, sediment from an 
eroding stream bank, oil 
from urban runoff, or 
atmospheric deposition 
- just to name a few. 
The NYS Agricultural 

Non-point Source Abatement and Control Grant Program began in 1994 to assist 
farmers with conservation practices to reduce and prevent agricultural non-point 
source pollution from entering our waterways.  

In July of 2016, award recipients of Round 22 were announced. A Herkimer 
County dairy farm was one of 122 farms in NYS to receive assistance. This dairy 
farm completed the installation of a satellite covered waste storage and flare in 
the spring of 2018!  

A satellite waste storage promotes better manure management. It allows for the 
farm to haul manure from the main farmstead to the new storage during the winter 
when roads are less susceptible to damage, and when time and labor constraints 
are reduced. The farm has 6 months of storage to help navigate extreme weather 
conditions and facilitate manure applications closer to the optimal plant nutrient 
uptake of the crop. A dragline hose system is used to pump from the 
storage to the surrounding fields and to incorporate the manure directly into 
the ground. This reduces runoff and odors.  

Odors are also reduced by the cover on the waste storage facility. 
Furthermore the cover will prevent rainwater from entering the storage. 
Without the additional water mixed into the manure, it reduces the quantity 
and trips to apply the fertilizer.  

The last component of the project was a flare. The flare burns methane gas 
to convert it into carbon dioxide. The methane released from the waste is a 
greenhouse gas thirty times more potent than carbon dioxide. By 
converting the gas to the ‘lesser of two evils’, it will improve air quality and 
reduce the impact of climate change.  

This flare system was the first of its kind to be funded through the Ag Non-
Point Source Grant program in our region. We are very excited to see the 
project completed and to watch the farm continue to lead in environmental 
conservation!  

The flare pictured here is the final component 

of the fully constructed project.  

Pictured here is the completed earthen waste storage with the HDPE 

cover installed, along with the exclusion fence and proper signage. 



Largemouth Bass, Catfish, and Fathead Minnows 

for Sale! 

Interested in stocking or restocking fish for your pond? The Herkimer County Soil and 
Water Conservation District provides quality fish that can provide many recreational 
opportunities for your family. Our summer fish stocking program includes Largemouth 
Bass, Catfish, and Minnows. Stock your pond with Largemouth Bass and Fathead 
Minnows to produce a self sustaining fish population that you can enjoy for many years!  
Catfish also make a great species to fish for in smaller recreational ponds reaching 
sizes of 10 pounds or more! 

Largemouth Bass will spawn in smaller farm ponds with a water depth of 4 feet or 
more.  Remember, Bass usually reproduce when they are 2 years old and occasionally 
not until the third year.  For best results, try to avoid fishing the pond until the Bass 
have spawned.  The pond should then provide many years of fishing fun with 
occasional stocking of feeder fish such as Fathead Minnows. Coloration consist of a 
dark back, olive to green, mottled; sides olive to greenish yellow, with dark mid lateral 
stripe; head greenish gold with 2-3 dark lines across cheek and opercle, median fins  
dusky olive. 

Recommended stocking rates are 100 to 125 bass per surface acre and 500-600 minnows per surface acre. 

Unlike Bullheads, Catfish cohabitate with most other fish species and they will not overpopulate a pond or stir up the 
bottom.  Catfish spawn in small holes in the side of the pond just below the water line.  A muskrat hole or 8” tile usually 
works well but they will rarely reproduce in spring fed ponds as the water temperature is too low.  They are a decent 
fighting fish and can get up to 5 – 10 pounds depending on the food source.  They will feed on smaller fish but prefer 
something easier to catch such as tadpoles or algae.  When supplemented with 
a commercial food, both Catfish and Bass will grow much faster. Coloration 
consists of black bluish gray and their sides are light blue to silvery with 
scattered patches that run dark olive to dusky. Recommended stocking rate for 
6 – 8” Catfish is 75 per surface acre. 

You must obtain a Stocking Permit or Farm Fish Pond License from 
NYS DEC.  If you do not already have one, please contact your DEC 
Regional office to get a permit application.  You must do this ASAP 
as the process may take up to 2 weeks!! 

All orders must be prepaid and received no later than Wednesday August 
15th, 2018.  We will need a copy of your Stocking Permit or Farm Fish Pond 
License when you place your fish order. The pick-up date is scheduled for 

Thursday, August 23, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. SHARP!!! Our office is 
located in the COR Properties Business Park, 5653 State Route 5 in East 
Herkimer.  A reminder letter will be sent out to confirm the pick up date and 
time.  

Call the SWCD office at (315) 866-2520 ext. 5 with any questions or fill out 
the enclosed order form and send a copy of your permit along with 
payment to our office. 
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New York State DEC Regional Fisheries Offices 
 

Region 4 Counties             Region 6 Counties 

Montgomery, Otsego, Delaware, Schoharie,       Jefferson, St. Lawrence, Lewis, Oneida, Herkimer 

Schenectady, Albany, Greene, Rensselaer, Columbia    Watertown Office: (315) 785-2263 

Stamford Office:  (607) 652-7366         Utica Office: (315) 793-2554 

 

Region 5 Counties             Region 7 Counties 

Franklin, Clinton, Essex, Hamilton, Warren,       Oswego, Cayuga, Onondaga, Madison, Tompkins, 

Fulton, Saratoga, Washington          Cortland, Chenango, Tioga, Broome 

Ray Brook Office: (518) 897-1200         Cortland Office: (607) 753-3095 ext. 213 

Warrensburg Office: (518) 623-1200 

 

Hicklings Fish Farm Inc. placing bass into a 

bag for a land owner.  
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Herkimer County Farm and Home Safety Day Educates Students 

on Hazards 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 19th Annual Herkimer County Farm and Home Safety Day was held on Tuesday, June 5th, 2018 at the Herkimer County 

Fairgrounds, Frankfort. Designed for fifth graders, the goal of Farm and Home Safety Day is to prevent farm and home injuries and 

deaths. This event helps participants understand the difference between safe and unsafe behaviors, create an awareness of 

hazards, and develop a life-long, positive attitude toward safety and a willingness to accept responsibility for their own well-being. 

Approximately 640 fifth grade students from nine Herkimer County Elementary Schools attended this year’s event and received 

instruction on how to avoid safety hazards.  The students were divided into groups and visited 17 stations where they learned 

about specific safety topics.  These stations included: 1) Animal Safety, 2) Electrical Safety, 3) Fire Safety, 4)Emergency 911 

Procedures, 5) Internet/Personal Safety, 6) Dig Safely NY “811” 7) Poison Ivy/Poison Oak, 8) Pool and Water Safety, 9) Lawn 

Equipment Safety, 10) Bicycle Safety, 11) Power Take Off Safety, 12) Mechanical Hazards, 13) Sun Safety, 14) Disability 

Awareness; featuring a local farm accident victim, 15) Emergency Medical Aid, 16) Rabies, and 17) ATV Safety.     

Over 60 local volunteers plan, implement, staff and teach at the Herkimer County Farm and Home Safety Day and learn safety tips 

as they help. Members of the community volunteer as group leaders, guiding the students through the 17 safety stations. 

Many local businesses make monetary and non-monetary donations that are used for a “Goodie Bag” for each student that 

includes safety glasses, mini first aid kits, color-changing sun bracelets and many other safety related materials.    

At the conclusion of our 19th camp, nearly 10,000 Herkimer County fifth graders have participated in our Safety Day. If you would 

like more information or would like to be involved with safety day, please contact the Herkimer County SWCD, at (315) 866-2520, 

Extension 5. 

Becky Ferry shares her story of how she lost  both legs in a PTO accident 
when she was nine years old. 

Amy Brelinsky Dommer, presenting on Pool and Water Safety, using a 
dummy to show how easily a baby can tip over and drown.  

This demonstration at the “Electrical Safety” station shows the students the 

proper distance to stay away from downed electrical wires.  

Joe Staruck presenting at the “Mechanical Hazards” station, showing  
students the importance of safety guards.  



Herkimer County Soil & Water Conservation District Hosts 

24th annual county Envirothon 

We had our 24th annual Herkimer County Envirothon on Wednesday May 2nd at Herkimer College.  The event was 

again a huge success. Thank you to all of our generous donors and volunteers! 

This year, Central Valley Academy, Mount Markham, Poland, and West Canada Valley all sent teams.  Approximately 

40 students participated with advisors and volunteers from NYS DEC, Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Herkimer County Soil and Water Conservation District, and 

Herkimer College. The students competed in five categories: soils, forestry, wildlife, aquatics, and a current issue of 

“Western Rangeland Management: Balancing Diverse Views”.  The first place finisher for Herkimer County was West 

Canada Valley “Team A”. Central Valley Academy “Team A” finished 2nd and Poland “Team B” took 3rd place.  The top 

three teams received a plaque and each member of the 1st place team was presented with a $50 cash prize for their 

achievement. West Canada Valley “Team A” was also awarded the Ray Korce Memorial Award for the highest score in 

Forestry. 

Each participant received a “2018 Herkimer County Envirothon” t-shirt designed by a local Mount Markham student, 

Hannah Lee, and a delicious lunch consisting of pizza, subs, chips, apples, cookies, milk, and juice.  Everyone involved 

in the Envirothon had a great time and the teachers would agree that it was a great hands-on learning experience, 

focused on the conservation of our natural resources.  This outdoor event gives students the opportunity to get away 

from the typical classroom setting and get their hands dirty with interactive science related questions.   

West Canada Valley “Team A” went on to represent Herkimer County at the New York State Envirothon on Wednesday, 

May 23rd and Thursday, May 24th at Hobart & William Smith Colleges in Geneva, NY and took 1st place in Soils!  

West Canada Valley “Team A“ standing with their First Place prize money. Aleeshea Tyson, Ryan Soron, Herbert 

Fountain, Isaiah Farrell, and Harper Jones (from Left to Right). 

Students working together to identify fish species at 

the aquatics station. 

Dan Welc, DEC Forester, instructing a group of   

students at the forestry station. 



FSA Update 

By Mary Snider, County Executive Director 

The summer craze has begun.  So far this growing season, Mother Nature is being cooperative and allowing local 

farmers to hit the fields running.  Most crops are in the ground, starting to grow and some have even been harvest-

ed.  Here at the Farm Service Agency, we are busy with crop reports and enrolling producers in 2018 and 2019 

programs. 

The nomination period for farmers to serve on the FSA County Committee is open.  The County committee makes 

decisions on disaster and conservation programs, emergency programs, commodity price support loan programs 

and other agricultural issues.  To be eligible to serve, a person must participate or cooperate in an FSA adminis-

tered program, be eligible to vote in a county committee election and reside in the local administrative area where 

they are nominated. For 2018, Herkimer County local administrative area #3 is up for election, consisting of the 

townships of Columbia, Frankfort, Litchfield, Warren and Winfield. Nominations must be postmarked or received in 

the county office by August 1, 2018.   

Have a stream or waterway running through your property that is not shaded by trees?  Have animals in your wa-

terway?  Are your crop fields running right up to the waterway, depositing pollutants in the water?  Interested in im-

proving the stream ecology, water quality and wildlife habitat?  Then the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Pro-

gram (CREP) may be for you.   CREP provides financial incentives to install buffers and filter strips on eligible land.  

For those located in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, there are additional incentives to install Riparian Forest Buff-

ers.   

There have been new expansions to the Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) Program.   The FSFL Program pro-

vides low-cost financing for producers to build or upgrade on-farm storage, handling facilities and storage and han-

dling trucks.  In addition to the traditional commodity and hay crop storage, the program now includes storage and 

handling equipment for maple sap, honey, hops, floriculture, aquaculture, butter, cheese, eggs and yogurt, meat 

and poultry cold storage and milk bulk tanks.  FSFL’s can be used for items such as drying and cooling equipment, 

safety equipment, cold storage buildings, hay barns, and grain bins.  The FSFL program benefits producers who 

lack local commercial storage options for their commodities at harvest time.   

Just a reminder, if you participate in any USDA program, including farm loans, NRCS programs, and crop insur-

ance, you are required to notify the office before you install any drainage, land clearing that involves stump remov-

al, digging, or dredging, including any improvements or maintenance to existing systems for the purpose of growing 

a commodity crop.  The penalties could be very costly so ensure you stay in compliance with the Food Security Act 

provisions before you act.   

There are a variety of Farm Loans available through our Farm Loan Team located in the Oneida County office in 

Marcy.  These include operating loans, farm ownership loans, conservation loans, guaranteed loans, microloans, 

and youth loans to name a few.  The Farm Loan Team can be reached at 315-736-3316 ext. 2.   

The Herkimer County FSA office is open on Wednesdays, but we can be reached other times in the Oneida County 

Office located at 9025 River Road, Marcy.  Please contact us at (315) 736-3316 ext. 2 if you have questions or 

would like additional information on any of our programs.  We at the Farm Service Agency wish you a fun and safe 

summer!  

Thinking about building a pond? 
 

Ponds are useful for recreation, livestock watering, fire protection, wildlife 

habitat and for just sitting and enjoying the scenery. For $50, the Herkimer 

County SWCD offers a pond site investigation service for Herkimer County 

residents interested in constructing a pond. Our staff will determine if you 

have a suitable site for a pond based on the soils in the area and the 

watershed that will contribute runoff to the pond. If you are thinking of 

installing a pond, please call our office at (315) 866- 2520 ext. 5.  



19th Annual Cooperator’s Dinner 
 

The Herkimer County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) held its 19th Annual Cooperator’s Dinner on 
March 26th at Francesca’s Banquet Hall in Ilion. Approximately 75 people attended the dinner, which featured award 
presentations as well as updates from the SWCD and Herkimer County Dairy Princess Connie Louise Frasier. 
 
Each year the Herkimer County Soil and Water Conservation District recognizes a local landowner who has exhibited 
a sincere commitment to agricultural conservation principles by giving its Conservation Farmer of the Year Award. 
The SWCD staff and Board of Directors selected Poplar Hedge Farm as the conservation farmer for 2017. 
 
Poplar Hedge Farm is owned and operated by Tim and Cindy Powers. This West Winfield farm has been in operation 
since 1995. The main product sold is goat cheese: including 8 flavors of Chevre cheese, Feta, and Havarti. The 
cheese production is supported by 32 goats and 45 acres of pasture and hay ground. Poplar Hedge Farm also raises 
pigs, beef, laying chickens, meat chickens, and turkeys. 
 
Conservation planning with the Soil and Water Conservation District’s Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM) 
Program began in 2010. The Farm’s needs were identified and, based on the proximity of the farmstead to a stream 
and wetland, the Powers had a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan completed. Proper manure management, 
a barnyard system, and a milkhouse waste system were identified as priorities -- all practices to preserve the nearby 
water quality. The manure compost facility was constructed in 2014 and the covered barnyard was completed in 
2016.    
 
Tim and Cindy continue to work with the Soil and Water Conservation District to further conserve and protect water 
quality in the Upper Susquehanna Watershed. The next conservation practices are in the design phase: roofwater 
drainage and an access lane. This will further enhance the water quality on the farm. Future plans for the farm 
include expanding the varieties of cheese made and hiring a part time sales person.  
 
James F. Huxtable was a devoted and dedicated Herkimer County SWCD director for 25 years. This award, in his 
name, is presented annually to individuals who have shown a strong commitment to the Herkimer County SWCD 
programs. Scott Healy was chosen to receive the 2017 James F. Huxtable Memorial Award to show our appreciation 
for his willingness to help others and to assist us with the Farm and Home Safety Day. 
 
Mr. Healy is the Supervising Forester at the Herkimer DEC. Prior to working in Herkimer, he worked for the 
Sherburne DEC office, Saratoga Tree Nursery, International Paper, and US Army Reserves. He has been avidly 
involved in Boy Scouts his whole life.  
 
Mr. Healy has participated in Herkimer County Farm and Home Safety Day since 2006. Scott educates the students 
about Poison Ivy/Poison Oak safety. Scott hopes that by teaching the students how to identify these plants and what 
to do after coming into contact with them, they will hopefully go on to teach their families and friends what we taught 
them, and help to avoid someone ending up with a nasty situation! He also assists with education at Conservation 
Field Day.  
 
Nicole McDaniels, a science professor at Herkimer College and SUNY Polytechnic Institute, was selected to receive 
the 2017 Conservation Educator Award.  This award is given to an individual who shows great devotion in their 
career as well as personal life to educating people in the subject of conservation. 

 
 
 
 

Conservation Farmer Award– Gerry Smithson (SWCD 

District Manager), Cindy Powers (Award Recipient), Tim 

Powers (Award Recipient). (Order Left to Right) 

Conservation 

Educator 

Award– Katie 

Whitcomb 

(SWCD 

Technician), 

Nicole 

McDaniels 

(Award 

Recipient). 

(Order Left to 

Right) 

James F. 

Huxtable 

Memorial 

Award– Scott 

Healy (Award 

Recipient), 

Deb Michael 

(SWCD Office 

Manager). 

(Order Left to 

Right) 



Continued from previous page 
 
Mrs. McDaniels goes above and beyond her role as conservation educator with her involvement as the advisor to the 
Herkimer College Science Club, the science liaison for the College Now program, and has served as a judge for the Her-
kimer County Science Fair. She has also been an asset to the Herkimer County Envirothon. Nicole has been the Current 
Issues Instructor for the past five years and has been an instrumental link between the event and Herkimer College event 
staff.   
 
Mrs. McDaniels will tell you that her favorite part about the Envirothon is the “aha” moments, when something clicks for 
the student. She gets excited to see the students get excited. She said, “Especially in biology, students learn so much 
about themselves and the world around them that they may otherwise have never known.” 
 
Technicians, Katie Whitcomb and Rachel Radicello, provided updates of District programs in 2017 and SWCD manager, 
Gerry Smithson, concluded the evening by providing closing remarks which highlighted recent achievements. The district 
continues to move forward with the new hydroseeding program, invasive species management, and hosting educational 
events. The district also provides technical advice to municipalities and private landowners alike for drainage systems, 
numerous agricultural projects, and streambank stabilization projects.   

Soil structure, pore space key to proper soil function 

“Soft and crumbly.” “Like cottage cheese.” “Like a sponge.” “Loose and full of holes.” Those and other common 
descriptions of what healthy soil looks and feels like refer to good soil structure. 
 
Soil structure, the arrangement of the solid parts of the soil and the pore space between them, is critical to how the 
soil functions. When the solid parts—sand, silt and clay particles—cling together as coarse, granular aggregates, the 
soil has a good balance of solid parts and pore space.  
 
Highly aggregated soils—those granular, durable, distinct aggregates in the topsoil that leave large pore spaces be-
tween them—are soils with good tilth and good structure.  
 
Well-structured soils have both macropores (large soil pores generally greater than 0.08 mm in diameter) and mi-
cropores (small soil pores with diameters less than 0.08 mm that are usually found within structural aggregates).  
 
An interconnected network of pores associated with loosely packed, crumbly, highly aggregated soils allows rapid 
infiltration and easy movement of both water and air through the soil and provides habitat for soil organisms.  
 
To learn more about soil health, and to meet some of the farmers who are “Unlocking the Secrets in the Soil,” visit 
www.nrcs.usda.gov.  For more information you can contact NRCS locally at the Herkimer Field Office, 315-866-
2520 X 3.    



Thank you to our Sponsors! 

Annual Tree & Shrub Program 
 

The 2018 Herkimer County SWCD tree program was our largest tree program to date. The Dis-

trict Manager ordered trees in September for April handout, and many hours were put in to make 

it happen. The BOCES Conservation Class helped staff pack the trees into each individual or-

der. On April 20th and 21st we handed out 285 pre-paid orders.  Extra trees were also available 

for sale which resulted in 309 total individuals purchasing trees.  Approximately 18,000 trees and 

shrubs were packed and sold along with planting accessories, bags of compost, rain barrels, 

and barley straw for algae control in ponds.  This valuable program provides high quality bare 

root planting stock at affordable prices.  It is our largest earned income program and helps the Herkimer County SWCD 

to offset budget costs while continuing to enhance the natural resources of Herkimer County. We appreciate everyone 

that participated and will continue to offer this program for those interested next year. As always, if you have questions 

or comments on our program, please contact our office at 315-866-2520, Ext 5. 

Many packed orders waiting for pick-up! 

A group of BOCES students working together 

packing tree orders. 

Some of the staff and volunteers of the program. Back Row: 

Rachel Radicello (SWCD Technician), Debra Michael (SWCD 

Office Manager), Andy Michael (Volunteer), Gary Miller 

(Volunteer), Front Row: Harrisen Fusco (Volunteer), Gerry 

Smithson (SWCD District Manager). 

SWCD Manager, Gerry 

Smithson and SWCD Tech-

nician, Katie Whitcomb 

building a rain barrel. 



Thank you to our Sponsors! 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, 

disability, marital status, family status, parental status, sexual orientation, and/or political beliefs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of 

Communications at (202) 720-2791. 

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., 20250, or call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or (202) 720-

1127 (TDD). USDA is an Equal Employment Opportunity employer. 
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www.herkimercountyswcd.com 
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District Manager Gerry Smithson teaching kids about planting trees.  

District participates in Conservation 

Field Day 
On May 23rd, approximately 

750 sixth grade students from 

11 Herkimer County schools 

participated in the Annual 4-H 

Conservation Field Day School 

Enrichment Program at the 

Diamond Mines KOA 

Campground in Middleville. 

Participating schools included: 

Central Valley (Jarvis), 

Dolgeville, Herkimer, Herkimer 

BOCES, Little Falls, Mt. 

Markham, Oppenheim-

Ephratah/ St. Johnsville, Owen 

D Young, St. Francis de Sales, 

West Canada Valley and  

                          Poland. 

The students visited 15 stations and each received a tree seedling donated by the New 

York State DEC Saratoga Tree Nursery. 


