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Providing today… 

 Protecting tomorrow... 

Our first Agricultural Environmental Management 

(AEM) implementation project of the season has 

been completed!  

Insight Dairy LLC, owned and operated 

by Chris and Jessica Fredericks, 

partnered with the District’s AEM 

program and the Finger Lakes-Lake 

Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance 

(FLLOWPA) to install a concrete pad for 

their sand lane manure transfer system.  

Insight Dairy uses sand bedding in their 

barns. Along with the many benefits of 

sand bedding, there are also some challenges. The primary challenge is 

manure handling. The sand, manure, and water is all scraped out into a lane 

which allows the sand time to settle out and for the manure to flow down into 

the manure storage. This sand lane needs to be cleaned out regularly and a 

solid, stable ground is crucial to completing this task.  

Previously, the concrete extended 10 feet past the sand lane. This was not 

enough room to adequately maneuver to clean out the lane and pile the sand. 

Not only did this create challenging working conditions, but it was an area 

identified as a resource concern. Therefore the AEM implementation project 

extended the concrete pad to 50 feet wide. This will allow for bigger machinery 

to access the sand lane, resulting in a more efficient and environmentally 

sound system. 

A concrete pump truck with a long reach was used to 

place the concrete, saving labor costs. 

The finished product provides a solid concrete surface 

to properly handle the ag waste that accumulates. 



New York State 

DEC Regional 

Fisheries Offices 
 

Region 4 Counties 

Montgomery, Otsego, 

Delaware, Schoharie, 

Schenectady, Albany, 

Greene, Rensselaer, 

Columbia 

 

Stamford Office 

(607) 652 – 7366  

 

Region 5 Counties 

Franklin, Clinton, Essex, 

Hamilton, Warren, Fulton, 

Saratoga, Washington 

 

Ray Brook Office 

(518) 897 – 1200  

Warrensburg Office 

(518) 623 – 1200   

 

Region 6 Counties 

Jefferson, St. Lawrence, 

Lewis, Oneida, Herkimer 

 

Watertown Office 

(315) 785 – 2263 

 

Region 7 Counties 

Oswego, Cayuga, 

Onondaga, Madison, 

Tompkins, Cortland, 

Chenango, Tioga, Broome 

 

Cortland Office 

(607) 753 – 3095 ext. 213 

LARGEMOUTH 
BASS AND CATFISH 
FOR SALE! 
By Ryan Huggins, Technician 

Interested in stocking or restocking fish 
for your pond? The Herkimer County 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
provides quality fish that can provide 
many recreational opportunities for your 
family. Our July fish stocking program 
includes Largemouth Bass, Catfish, and 
Minnows. Stock your pond with 
Largemouth Bass and Fathead 
Minnows to produce a self sustaining 
fish population that you can enjoy for 
many years!  Catfish also make a great 
species to fish for in smaller 
recreational ponds reaching sizes of 10 
pounds or more!!!! 

LARGEMOUTH BASS 

 

Largemouth Bass will spawn in smaller 
farm ponds with a water depth of 4 feet 
or more.  Remember, Bass usually 
reproduce when they are 2 years old 
and occasionally not until the third year.  
For best results, try to avoid fishing the 
pond until the Bass have spawned.  
The pond should then provide many 
years of fishing fun with occasional 
stocking of feeder fish such as Fathead 
Minnows. Coloration consist of a dark 
back, olive to green, mottled; sides 
olive to greenish yellow, with dark mid 
lateral stripe; head greenish gold with 2
-3 dark lines across cheek and opercle, 
median fins dusky olive. 

Recommended stocking rates are 100 
to 125 bass per surface acre and 500 
minnows per surface acre. 

CATFISH 

 

Unlike Bullheads, Catfish cohabitate 
with most other fish species and they 
will not overpopulate a pond or stir up 
the bottom.  Catfish spawn in small 

holes in the side of the pond just below 
the water line.  A muskrat hole or 8” tile 
usually works well but they will rarely 
reproduce in spring fed ponds as the 
water temperature is too low.  They are 
a decent fighting fish and can get up to 
5 – 10 pounds depending on the food 
source.  They will feed on smaller fish 
but prefer something easier to catch 
such as tadpoles or algae.  When 
supplemented with a commercial food, 
both Catfish and Bass will grow much 
faster. Coloration consists of black 
bluish gray and its sides are light blue 
to silvery with scattered patches that 
run dark olive to dusky. 

Recommended stocking rate for 6 – 8” 
Catfish is 75 per surface acre. 

You must obtain a Stocking Permit 
or Farm Fish Pond License from NYS 
DEC.  If you do not already have one, 
please contact your DEC Regional 
office to get a permit application.  
You must do this ASAP as the 

process may take up to 2 weeks!! 

All orders must be prepaid and received 
no later than Tuesday, July 19, 2016.  
We will need a copy of your Stocking 
Permit or Farm Fish Pond License 
when you place your fish order. The 
pick-up date is scheduled for 
Wednesday, July 27, 2016 at 10:00 
a.m. SHARP!!!  Our office is located  
in the COR Properties Business Park, 
5653 State Route 5 in East Herkimer.  
A reminder letter will be sent out to 
confirm the pick up date and time.  

Call the SWCD office at (315) 866-
2520 ext. 5 with any questions or fill 
out the enclosed order form and 
send a copy of your permit along 

with payment to our office. 

 

Residents picking up their fish at the 

Herkimer County SWCD office. 

A happy customer receiving their fish from our supplier, 

Hickling’s Fish Farm out of Edmeston, NY.  
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Another Successful Farm & Home Safety 

Day! 
Our 17th annual Farm and Home Safety Day took place on Tuesday, June 7th, 2016 

at the Herkimer County Fairgrounds, Frankfort. 

The goals of Farm and Home Safety Day are to prevent farm and home injuries and 

deaths by creating an awareness of hazards, help participants understand the 

difference between safe and unsafe behaviors, and to decrease the incidence of 

injuries and deaths. 

Approximately 620 fifth grade students from West Canada Valley, Benton Hall 

Academy, Frankfort-Schuyler, Jarvis Middle School (CVA), Herkimer, St. Francis de 

Sales, Poland, Owen D. Young and Mount Markham schools received instruction at 

seventeen stations where specific safety topics were taught by local volunteer 

instructors. Each group had at least one adult leader who guided them through the 

stations. 

At the conclusion of our 17th Farm & Home Safety Day, over 8,500 Herkimer County 

fifth graders have participated and learned valuable safety lessons to last a lifetime 

and maybe even save a life. If you would like more information or would like to be 

involved with next year’s safety day, please contact our office at (315) 866-2520, Ext. 

5. 

Grass Carp  

Program 
On Thursday, June 9th the Herkimer 

County Soil and Water Conservation 

District supplied 39 Grass Carp to 14 

Herkimer County and surrounding 

county residents. District staff delivered 

Grass Carp to ponds in Herkimer 

County, but landowners with ponds 

outside the county were required to 

pick up their fish at the Herkimer 

County SWCD office. Hickling’s Fish 

Farm out of Edmeston, NY supplies the 

fish. Triploid Grass Carp have a 

tremendous appetite for aquatic 

vegetation and can be used as a non- 

chemical agent to control weed growth 

in ponds. These fish are non-native to 

New York and because they have a 

huge appetite, a permit is required from 

the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation 

(NYSDEC). If you would be interested 

in a packet of information about 

Triploid Grass Carp and a DEC permit 

application, please contact the 

Herkimer County Soil & Water 

Conservation District at 315-866-2520 

Ext. 5.  

District Technician, Ryan Huggins, delivering 

Grass Carp to a Herkimer Co. residents pond. 

Approximately 620 fifth graders from 9 Herkimer Co. schools attended our 2016 Safety Day  

Residents picking up their Grass Carp at the 

Herkimer County SWCD office. 

The Village of Frankfort Fire Dept. displaying “Old Glory”. Chief 

Chuck Conigliaro presented “Fire Safety” to the students. 

Becky Ferry, FSA, presenting “Disability Awareness” to a 

class at the 17th annual Farm & Home Safety Day. 



Students participate in local county Envirothon 
We had our 22nd annual Herkimer County Envirothon on Wednesday May 4th at 
Herkimer College.  The event was again a huge success! 
 
This year, Central Valley Academy, Frankfort-Schuyler, Herkimer County 
Homeschool, Mount Markham, Poland, and West Canada Valley all sent 
teams.  Approximately 60 students participated with advisors and volunteers 
from NYS DEC, FSA, NRCS, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Herkimer County 
SWCD, and Herkimer College. The students competed in five categories: soils, 
forestry, wildlife, aquatics, and a current issue of “Invasive Species: A 
Challenge to the Environment, Economy and Society”.  The first place finisher 
for Herkimer County was Central Valley Academy “Team A”. West Canada 
Valley “Team A” finished 2nd and West Canada Valley “Team B” took 3rd place.  
The top three teams received a plaque and each member of the 1st place team 
was presented with a $50 cash prize for their achievement.   
 
Each participant received a “2016 Herkimer County Envirothon” t-shirt and a 
nice lunch consisting of pizza, hot dogs, chips, apples, cookies, milk, and juice.  
Everyone involved in the Envirothon had a great time and the teachers would 
agree that it was a great hands-on learning experience, geared towards the 
conservation of our natural resources.  This outdoor event gives students the 
opportunity to get away from the typical classroom setting and get their hands 
dirty with interactive science related questions.  
 
Central Valley Academy “Team A” went onto represent Herkimer County at the 

New York State Envirothon on Wednesday, May 25th and Thursday, May 26th 

at Hobart & William Smith Colleges in Geneva, NY.  

800 willow 

stakes used to 

stabilize 

streambanks 
This spring, the Herkimer County Soil 

and Water Conservation District has 

been very busy providing streamco 

willow stakes to landowners looking for 

help with streambank erosion. 

Approximately 800 willow stakes have 

been planted at a variety of sites 

throughout the county for streambank 

stabilization. The Conservation Class 

from Herkimer County BOCES has 

been a huge help with the cutting of 

these willows. 

 

If you have a streambank erosion issue 

or concern, please feel free to contact 

us for professional advice.  

150 willow stakes were planted at Poland Central 

School to help stabilize a streambank that was 

threating one of their athletic fields. District staff and 

students from the school worked together to plant the 

willow stakes. 

Herkimer  Co. BOCES students cutting willow stakes 

from the willow plantation located on BOCES 

grounds. 



Annual Tree & 

Shrub Program 

Our 2016 Conservation Tree and 

Shrub Program is closed for this 

year and we’re pleased to say that 

we reached a total of 327 

landowners while distributing 

roughly 17,000 trees, shrubs and 

plants this spring. We appreciate 

everyone that participated and will 

continue to offer this program for 

those interested next year. It’s our 

goal to provide an opportunity for 

landowners to continue toward 

improving their property by 

providing a variety of programs and 

services, one of which is our Tree 

and Shrub Program. Offering these 

trees, shrubs and plants helps 

support conservation planting 

projects, wildlife enhancement, 

erosion control and windbreak 

development needs throughout the 

area. As we begin the process for 

our 2017 program, we hope to bring 

back many popular species along 

with a few new items to consider. 

As always, if you have questions or 

comments on our program, please 

contact our office at 315-866-2520, 

Ext 5. 

Update from FSA 
By Mary Snider, County Executive Director 

The summer craze has begun.  So far this growing season, Mother Nature is be-

ing cooperative and allowing local farmers to hit the fields running.  Most crops 

are in the ground, starting to grow and some have even been harvested.  Here at 

the Farm Service Agency, we are busy with crop reports and enrolling producers 

in 2016 and 2017 programs. 

The nomination period for farmers to serve on the FSA County Committed began 

on June 15, 2016.  The County committee makes decisions on disaster and con-

servation programs, emergency programs, commodity price support loan pro-

grams and other agricultural issues.  To be eligible to serve, a person must partic-

ipate or cooperate in an FSA administered program, be eligible to vote in a county 

committee election and reside in the local administrative area where they are 

nominated. For 2016, Herkimer County local administrative area #1 is up for elec-

tion, consisting of the townships of Danube, Fairfield, Little Falls, Manheim, Salis-

bury and Stark. Nominations must be postmarked or received in the county office 

by August 1, 2016.   

Have a stream or waterway running through your property that is not shaded by 

trees?  Have animals in your waterway?  Are your crop fields running right up to 

the waterway, depositing pollutants in the water?  Interested in improving the 

stream ecology, water quality and wildlife habitat?  Then the Conservation Re-

serve Enhancement Program (CREP) may be for you.   CREP provides financial 

incentives to install buffers and filter strips on eligible land.  For those located in 

the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, there are additional incentives to install Riparian 

Forest Buffers.   

There have been new expansions to the Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) Pro-

gram.   The FSFL Program provides low-cost financing for producers to build or 

upgrade on-farm storage, handling facilities and storage and handling trucks.  In 

addition to the traditional commodity and hay crop storage, the program now in-

cludes storage and handling equipment for maple sap, honey, hops, floriculture, 

aquaculture, butter, cheese, eggs and yogurt, meat and poultry cold storage and 

milk bulk tanks.  FSFL’s can be used for items such as drying and cooling equip-

ment, safety equipment, cold storage buildings, hay barns, and grain bins.  The 

FSFL program benefits producers who lack local commercial storage options for 

their commodities at harvest time.   

Just a reminder, if you participate in any USDA program, including farm loans, 

NRCS programs, and crop insurance, you are required to notify the office before 

you install any drainage, land clearing that involves stump removal, digging, or 

dredging, including any improvements or maintenance to existing systems for the 

purpose of growing a commodity crop.  The penalties could be very costly so en-

sure you stay in compliance with the Food Security Act provisions before you act.   

There are a variety of Farm Loans available through our Farm Loan Team located 

in the Oneida County office in Marcy.  These include operating loans, farm owner-

ship loans, conservation loans, guaranteed loans, microloans, and youth loans to 

name a few.  The Farm Loan Team can be reached at 315-736-3316 ext. 2.   

Please contact us at (315) 866-2520 ext. 2 if you have questions or would like 

additional information on any of our programs.  We at the Farm Service Agency 

wish you a fun and safe summer! 



17th Annual Cooperator’s Dinner 
The Herkimer County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) held its 17

th
 Annual 

Cooperator’s Dinner March 29
th
 at the Cedarville Fire Hall.  Approximately 75 people 

attended the dinner, which featured award presentations and updates from the SWCD and 
Herkimer County Dairy Princess Stephanie Treadwell. 
 
Each year the Herkimer County Soil and Water Conservation District recognizes a local 
landowner that has exhibited a sincere commitment to agricultural conservation principles by 
giving its Conservation Farmer of the Year Award. The SWCD staff and Board of Directors 
selected Shaver Valley View Farm as the conservation farmer for 2015. 
 
The farm is located in the Town of German Flatts and is a 
long standing family dairy operation run by Ed Shaver and 
his nephew Charlie Shaver. Ed’s grandparents purchased 
the property in 1905, which at that time consisted of 10 
acres.  In 1976 Ed and his brother Charlie took over the 
management of the farm from their parents Raymond and 
Irma, which had grown to include 100 acres, 60 acres 
tillable, and 30 milkers. In 2006 Ed’s nephew Charlie 
joined forces with him and the current farm consists of 
300 acres and 40 milking cows supported by 125 acres of 
mixed forages.   
 
The farm exhibits environmental stewardship with a highly erodible land plan and multiple 
EQIP contracts with the Natural Resource Conservation Service. Multiple practices were 
combined into a Strip-Cropping System, which included: 60 acres of strip cropping, a 
diversion ditch, 1600’ of hedgerow removal, 2 miles of tile drainage, Water and Sediment 
Control Basins for erosion control, and an access road.  
 
Ed and Charlie continue to work with the Soil & Water District in the Agricultural 
Environmental Management Program (AEM). Farmstead planning progressed into many 
projects including 1300’ of improved cattle lane, and a culvert crossing. In the future, Ed and 
Charlie plan to implement more tile drainage, a diversion ditch, and barnyard improvements.  

 
James F. Huxtable was a devoted and dedicated 
Herkimer County SWCD director for 25 years. This 
award, in his name, is presented annually to individuals 
who have shown a strong commitment to the Herkimer 
County SWCD programs. Amy Jacobs was chosen to 
receive the 2015 James F. Huxtable Memorial Award to 
show our appreciation for her willingness to assist us with 
the Farm and Home Safety Day.  
 

Thinking 

about 

building a 

pond? 

Ponds are useful for 

recreation, livestock 

watering, fire protection, 

wildlife habitat and for 

just sitting and enjoying 

the scenery. For $50, 

the Herkimer County 

SWCD offers a pond 

site investigation service 

for Herkimer County 

residents interested in 

constructing a pond. 

Our staff will help you 

find a correct site for a 

pond based on the soils 

in the area and the 

watershed that will 

contribute runoff to the 

pond. If you are thinking 

of installing a pond, 

please call our office at 

(315) 866- 2520 ext. 5.  

Amy has led the 911 station at the Farm and Home Safety Day for over 15 years. Through her commitment, she has 
reached thousands of fifth graders with valuable life-saving information. Amy feels that she personally gained much from 
her experience as an instructor, from the time spent with the other volunteers and teachers, but especially from interacting 
with the youth each year.  
 
William Chapman, a science teacher at West Canada Valley High School, was selected to receive the 2015 Conservation 
Educator Award.  This award is given to an individual who shows great devotion in their career as well as personal life to 
educating people in the subject of conservation.  
 
Mr. Chapman dedicates a significant portion of his time to both the county and the state Envirothon. This outdoor 
competition includes five hands-on testing stations in areas including wildlife, aquatics, soils, forestry, and a current issue 
topic. Since Mr. Chapman became the Envirothon Advisor in 2008, West Canada Valley has won the event five times. Mr. 
Chapman hopes that his students will gain an appreciation for anything and everything to do with the natural world.  
 
Continued on next page 

Herkimer Co Dairy Princess, Stephanie Treadwell. 



His most memorable Envirothon moment is watching his students’ faces when they win, especially if they have never 
won anything before. William is a great teacher, mentor, and coach to these students.  
 
A Special Recognition Award was presented to Cliff Frasier, the Regional Environmental Analyst with the NYS Soil 
and Water Conservation Committee Field Staff, for his dedicated service. Cliff has been a crucial resource, quick to 
respond to any question, and is always a pleasure to work with.  
 
Cliff provides informative reports to the SWCD board, and has also presented the status of state funding to the Herki-
mer County Legislature. He is retiring in August and we will miss Cliff’s guidance and wisdom on everything soil and 
water related.  
 
SWCD manager, Gerry Smithson, concluded the evening by providing closing remarks which highlighted the 
achievements of the district during 2015. Even during changes in staff, the district moved forward with numerous ag-
ricultural projects, drainage systems, streambank stabilization projects, educational events, updating Ag District 4, 
and our largest tree and shrub sale to date.  
 
The Herkimer County SWCD congratulates all the award winners and sincerely thanks everyone who attended the 
dinner.  

Conservation Farmer Award– Gerry Smithson (SWCD District 

Manager), Ed Shaver (Award Recipient), Charlie Shaver (Award 

Recipient). (Order Left to Right) 

Conservation Educator Award– William  Chapman (Award 

Recipient), Ryan Huggins (SWCD Technician). (Order Left to Right) 

James F. Huxtable Award– Deb Michael (SWCD Office Manager), 

Amy Jacobs (Award Recipient), Debbie Kidder (James Huxtable’s 

Daughter). (Order Left to Right) 
Special Recognition Award– Gerry Smithson (SWCD District 

Manager), Cliff Frasier (Award Recipient). (Order Left to Right) 



 



Thank you to our Sponsors 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, marital status, family status, parental status, sexual orientation, and/

or political beliefs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 

means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office 

of Communications at (202) 720-2791. 

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., 20250, or 

call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an Equal Employment Opportunity employer. 



Contact Us 
Give us a call for more 

information about our services 

and programs 

 

Herkimer County SWCD 

5653 State Route 5 

Herkimer, NY 13350 

 

(315) 866-2520 ext. 5 

 

Visit us on the web at  

www.herkimercountyswcd.com 

 

Find us on Facebook 

Herkimer County Soil and Water 

Conservation District 

5653 State Route 5 

Herkimer, NY 13350 
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Bass & Catfish Order 

Form Enclosed 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

District participates in Conservation Field Day 
The Herkimer County Cornell Cooperative Extension hosted their 52nd annual 

Conservation Field Day on May 25th at the Herkimer Diamond Corporation KOA 

Campground in Middleville, NY. Approximately 700 sixth grade students received 

conservation related instruction on a wide range of topics at 13 separate stations. 

District Manager Gerry Smithson gave the very popular tree planting presentation. 

Rachel Radicello and Ryan Huggins, District Technicians, gave the soil erosion 

presentations. District Office Manager Deb Michael coordinated and supervised the 

well–appreciated snack/refreshment booth.  

District Staff Rachel Radicello and Ryan 

Huggins teach  kids why topsoil is important 

and how the agricultural community mitigates 

soil erosion by utilizing crop rotation and strip 

cropping systems. 

District Manager, Gerry Smithson, having a 

student plant a tree during the tree planting 

presentation. Each student received a  White 

Pine Seedling donated by the NYS DEC 

Saratoga Tree Nursery. 


