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From Webb to Warren: 2019 Hydroseeding Highlights 
The District 
has offered 
hydroseeding 
services to 
municipalities 
for its third 
season. The 
SWCD has 
worked with 
municipal 
Highway 
Departments, 
as well as 
the County 

Highway Department to hydroseed 22 sites throughout 8 towns in 2019.  These sites total over 
216,000 square feet, which includes nearly 5 linear miles of road ditch. The benefits of 
hydroseeding include stabilizing exposed soil, reducing erosion, and improving water quality.  
The SWCD offers these services at no cost to municipalities within Herkimer County for seeding 

municipal-owned property and rights-
of-way on a first-come, first-served 
basis. This is a great practice to 
implement after ditches have been 
cleaned out. This program runs from 
early summer through late September.  
Included are photos of District staff 
hydroseeding in the county’s northern-
most town, Webb (1 & 2), and 
hydroseeded sites in the Town of 
Columbia (3 & 4), and the southern-
most town, Warren (5 & 6).  For 
additional information, feel free to call 
our office at (315) 866-2520  Ext. 5. 

5. Recently cleaned ditch hydroseeded on Atswell Rd. 6. Recently cleaned ditch hydroseeded on Hicks Rd. 

2. Hydroseeding Moose River Trail at Russell St.    
intersection. 

1. Hydroseeding Joy Tract Rd. at Bisby Rd.            
intersection. 

3. Before photo of Hayner Rd. in    
Columbia. 

4. After photo of Hayner Rd. in         
Columbia. 



FALL PROGRAM  
 

We are now taking orders for: barley straw, bluebird 
nesting boxes, and rain barrels!  

Barley Straw 

Excessive algae growth is one of the most common 
problems in ponds. Barley straw is used to control pond 
algae by inhibiting the growth of new algae. Large quantities 
of algae can be harmful for livestock consumption and can 
also cause severe winter fish kills as oxygen is depleted 
during decomposition of algae blooms in the fall. Less 
oxygen will then be available to fish over those crucial winter 
months when the water is ice and snow covered.  

Fall and spring applications are recommended because 
water temperatures between 50 and 55 degrees are needed 
for barley straw to be effective. The recommended 
application rate is 6 bales per surface acre. 

Bluebird Nesting Boxes 

The future of eastern bluebirds has been of concern as 
populations have shrunk over the last few decades. Bluebird 
populations have declined due to habitat destruction and 
competition; however, populations have been growing 
recently.  

The most effective measure 
that has been implemented to 
protect eastern bluebirds has 
been the introduction of nest 
boxes in good nesting habitat. 
They have been quite 
successful in providing 
nesting places for eastern 
bluebirds. 

You should put up your 
nesting box in the fall. 
Bluebirds start looking for 

breeding nesting boxes mid-February at the earliest and on 
into June at the latest. Nesting boxes should be located in an 
open space such as a large lawn or an orchard away from 

houses, barns, and thick clumps of trees. They can be 
placed on fence posts, garden U-posts and metal posts at 
least three feet above the ground. A box mounted 4-5 feet 
high is ideal.  

Conservation Rain Barrels 

A rain barrel collects 
and stores rainwater 
from rooftops to use 
later for watering plants 
and gardens. Water 
collected in a rain 
barrel would normally 
pour directly off your 
roof or flow through 
roof gutter downspouts 
and become 
stormwater runoff. 
Depending on your 
yard, this runoff can 
travel onto paved 
surfaces and eventually 
into a storm drain. 

Why Use Rain Barrels? 
Rain barrels conserve 
water and help lower costs (a rain barrel can save 
approximately 1,300 gallons of water during peak summer 
months). Rain barrels also reduce water pollution by 
reducing stormwater runoff, which can contain pollutants like 
sediment, oil, grease, bacteria and nutrients. 

Because residential irrigation can account for up to 40% of 
domestic water consumption, water conservation measures 
such as rain barrels can be used to reduce the demand on 
the municipal water system or your home’s personal well. 
During a storm, even a light one, it doesn’t take much time 
for a rain barrel to fill with enough water for your lawn and 
plants to thrive. We have 55 gallon barrels available for 
purchase. 

Please see the attached order form to place an order or 
call us at 315-866-2520 ext. 5 for more information.  
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JAPANESE KNOTWEED PROJECT UPDATE 

44th Annual Farm Progress Show 
 
 

On September 13th and 14th, the 44th Central New York Farm 
Progress Show was held at Len-Lo Farm on Robinson Road in 
Mohawk. Each year the Herkimer County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District works along side Herkimer NRCS, and the Otsego 
County, Montgomery County, and Fulton County Districts to put 
together a nice educational booth. This year’s exhibit featured 
our new FLLOWPA funded stream table, a large display board, 
Agricultural Environmental Management information,  notebooks 
with information from all four counties, water conservation color-
ing books with crayons, and a barnyard toss game. Prizes for the 
game included Bee Feed wildflower seed packets, local honey 
jars, and bluebird 
nesting boxes 
donated by each 
of the Districts. 
Our District staff 
also helped with 
the layout for the 
event, put up 
parking fences 
and helped with 
event tear-down.  

 

Bob Tilbe, District Technician, (Left) and Carrie Hoffa, NRCS, (Right) speaking to landowners and local FFA students using our 
stream table demonstration. Photo of the multi-district booth set up inside of  the building at the CNY Farm Progress Show (Top). 

The Herkimer County Japanese Knotweed    
Project began in 2016 as a whole county        
inventory project. The inventory of every road in 
Herkimer County was completed by district staff 
in 2017, which finished off phases 1 and 2 of our     
project. All inventory photos and sites were then 
logged into the NY iMap Invasives website, and    
organized here in our office. During the           
inventory, we identified over 1,000 sites of        
Japanese Knotweed infestation. This year, dis-
trict technicians Bob Tilbe, and Katie Whitcomb 
became certified pesticide technicians. After  pri-
oritizing several sites based on water quality con-
cerns, district staff worked to obtain Board ap-
proval and landowner permissions to begin treating the first priority sites this fall. Our ultimate goal is to eradicate 
all high priority sites within the county, thus promoting native species growth. Treatment takes place during and af-
ter the flowering of the plant, and before any major frost event. Treatment  can take anywhere between 2 and 5 
years to eradicate a single site infestation. The district will be working together with Hamilton County SWCD to treat 
priority sites by stem injection. If you believe you have an unreported infestation, or for more information, please 
give our office a call at 315-866-2520 ext.5 or email us at Katherine.whitcomb@ny.nacdnet.net.  



Thank you to our Sponsors! 

Raycliff Farm’s 11th Annual Family Day at the Farm 

Saturday August 24th was Raycliff Farm’s 11th Annual Family Day at the Farm on Snells Bush Road, Little Falls. 
This free event consists of hay rides, live music, a wide variety of animals, a tractor parade, vendors, and 
educational booths including; the Town of Manheim, Herkimer County Dairy Promotion,  Farm Bureau and the Soil 
and Water Conservation District. District Conservation Technicians Katie Whitcomb, Bob Tilbe, and Tyler Kelley 
attended the event and provided an informational booth display highlighting the many services and programs SWCD 
offers. The booth had children’s Ronny the Raindrop activity coloring books with boxes of crayons, an informational 
board, and a freshwater aquarium. The display included information on our 5 Tiered AEM program, the annual 
Envirothon, tree program, fish program and Farm and Home Safety Day. Children and adults alike enjoyed 
identifying the brown bullhead, largemouth bass, crappie, fathead minnows, and crayfish. Thank you to Hickling’s 
Fish Farm for donating the fish for our display.  

 

Children and adults alike enjoyed themselves while finding and identifying fish. 

 

From left to right, Technicians Bob Tilbe, Tyler Kelley, and Katie      
Whitcomb in front of the SWCD display.  



Thank you to our Sponsors! 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, age, disability, marital status, family status, parental status, sexual orientation, and/or political beliefs. (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio 
tape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications at (202) 720-2791. 

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., 20250, or call 1-800-245-6340 
(voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an Equal Employment Opportunity employer. 
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Contact Us 
Give us a call for more 

information about our services 
and programs 

 
(315) 866-2520 ext. 5 

 
Visit us on the web at  

www.herkimercountyswcd.com 
 

Find us on Facebook 

*** Don’t forget to look for the 
2020 Tree and Shrub         

Program order form and    
information in the District’s 

Winter 2020 Newsletter! 

Fall Program Order  

Form Enclosed 

2019 Cooperators Dinner 
The Cooperators Dinner, typically held in March, has been scheduled for this 
Fall instead. The 2019 Cooperators Dinner will again be held at Francesca’s 
Banquet Hall, on Monday November 4th, at 6pm.  Our 20th Annual Coopera-
tors Dinner will commemorate 70 years of conservation, starting in 1949, 
when our District was formed.  We will have a re-cap of this year’s accom-
plishments, remember the district through the years, and present a few spe-
cial recognitions.  Invitation letters will go out in early October.  If you would 
like to attend this year’s event, or are looking for more information, please 
contact our office at 315-866-2520 Ext. 5.  

 

Awards and raffle items from previous years’ Cooperators Dinners, Including the Conservation Farmer  
of the Year award that went to Tim and Cindy Powers of Poplar Hedge Farm.  


