
FALL PROGRAM  
 
We are now taking orders for: barley 

straw, and bluebird nesting boxes!  

Barley Straw 

Excessive algae growth is one of the most 
common problems in ponds. Barley straw is 
used to control pond algae by inhibiting the 
growth of new algae. Large quantities of algae 
can be harmful for livestock consumption and 
can also cause severe winter fish kills as oxygen 
is depleted during decomposition of algae 
blooms in the fall. Less oxygen will then be 
available to fish over those crucial winter months 
when the water is ice and snow covered.  

 Fall and spring applications are 
recommended because water temperatures 
between 50 and 55 degrees are needed for 
barley straw to be effective. The recommended 
application rate is 6 bales per surface acre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bluebird Nesting Boxes 

The future of eastern bluebirds has been of 
concern as populations have shrunk over the 
last few decades. However, populations have 
been growing recently. Two reasons why 
bluebird populations have declined are habitat 
destruction and competition.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The most effective measure that has been 
implemented to protect eastern bluebirds has 
been the introduction of nest boxes in good 
nesting habitat. They have been quite 
successful in providing nesting places for 
eastern bluebirds. 

 You should put up your nesting box in the fall. 
Bluebirds start looking for breeding nesting 
boxes mid-February at the earliest and on into 
June at the latest. Nesting boxes should be 
located in an open space such as a large lawn 
or an orchard away from houses, barns, and 
thick clumps of tress. They can be placed on 
fence posts, garden U-posts and metal posts at 
least three feet above the ground. A box 
mounted 4-5 feet high is ideal.  

Please see the attached order form to place 
an order or call us at 315-866-2520 ext. 5 for 
more information.  




